
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

Brian 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

BeGole 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

n/a 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

Civil Air Patrol--MI Wing 007 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

725 Isbell St. Howell, MI 48843 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

Howell Airport 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

State Representative Brian BeGole House District 71 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

The Rhotheta RT-400 will significantly enhance the Civil Air Patrol’s (CAP) search and 

rescue capabilities by providing a much more advanced and reliable tool for both training 

and real-world missions. This high-performance radio direction finder allows CAP 

members to pinpoint the location of a downed aircraft or missing hiker (carrying a PLB - 

personal locator beacon) with precision, improving response times and mission success 

rates. Unlike the older L-Tronics Little L-per, which is less sensitive and can be more 

challenging to use, the RT-400 offers greater accuracy and ease of operation. This means 
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fewer resources wasted in prolonged searches, reducing the risk to both the rescuers and 

those in need of assistance. The RT-400’s enhanced signal processing capabilities ensure 

that it can operate in a variety of environments and weather conditions, which is 

especially critical when conducting missions in difficult terrain or low-visibility 

situations.  It can be vehicle-mounted, or backpack-mounted for searches on foot when 

you are near the target location. 

 

For Livingston County, the addition of the Rhotheta RT-400 will provide an invaluable 

tool in its efforts to maintain public safety, particularly in remote or hard-to-reach areas. 

Whether it's a missing hiker or a downed aircraft, the RT-400 will significantly improve 

the efficiency of search operations. The device’s superior direction-finding performance 

will enable teams to quickly narrow down search areas, making operations faster and 

more effective. In addition, it will serve as a crucial asset for training, helping local Civil 

Air Patrol teams stay sharp and prepared for real-life emergencies, as well as fostering 

inter-agency collaboration for training. The increased operational efficiency will not only 

save time but could potentially save lives, reinforcing the county's commitment to public 

safety and its ongoing partnership with the Civil Air Patrol in search and rescue efforts. 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

13759 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["None"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Non-profit organization 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Yes 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Yes 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Yes 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 



Squadron Commander Sherelyn Garland, Deputy Commander Chris Johnson, Deputy 

Commander for Seniors Bill Ohrt, and Deputy Commander for Cadets Jason Whiteson 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

summer 2026 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 
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